
 

Homelessness and hunger are two issues that are prevalent in every community across 
the country. Millions of families in the United States do not have a roof over their heads or know 
where their next meals are coming from. There are many homeless people and families at risk of 
hunger in Anytown. That is where CommunicAID steps in.  

Homelessness Facts: Hunger Facts: 
• One quarter of homeless people are 

children 
• Tens of thousands of veterans are 

homeless 
• Domestic violence is the leading cause of 

homelessness among women 
• The lack of affordable housing is the 

main cause of homelessness 
• One in five homeless people suffer from 

mental illness 

• One in six Americans lives on incomes that put them 
at risk for hunger 

• Roughly 14 million American children rely on food 
banks for assistance 

• More than 31 million children live on incomes that 
qualify for free or subsidized lunches at school 

• More than 49 million Americans struggle to put food 
on the table. 

• Food deserts are geographic areas where access to 
affordable, healthy food options is limited because 
grocery stores are too far away. About 23.5 million 
people live in food deserts. 

CommunicAID focuses on helping the poor and homeless in the Anytown 
community find work and housing that would allow them to escape from their poverty 
status. With over 22 years of working with the Anytown community, CommunicAID 
has achieved a reputation for caring, creativity, and commitment.  

  

 

 

CommunicAID’s New Mercer Street Center 

CommunicAID opened the Mercer Street Center in 2016 on the west side of Anytown. Once 
a thriving manufacturing district, the Mercer Street area has been hit hard by the economy and 
has increased its population of low-income families. The Mercer Street Center provides its 
residents: 

  
Since opening, the Mercer Street Center has provided: 
• 3,500 meals to feed the hungry 
• Overnight shelter to 6,125 individuals 
• Day shelter and food service for 12,765 citizens 
• Shelter for 35 families 

• Reading lessons to 300 men, women and children 
• Homes for All classes for 680 people 
• Job placement services for 275 individuals 

To get involved, please go to www.communicaid.org 

The Mission of CommunicAID is to support and strengthen the community 
by providing emergency shelter and supportive services to men, women and 
families who are homeless, or at risk, and to advocate for collaborative, 
locally driven solutions to end homelessness. CommunicAID is committed 
to helping the poor in Anytown by offering a wide range of services and 

     

A 12,000 
square foot 

pantry 

Long term 
family shelter 
for 30 people 

Day shelter with 
food service for 

60 people 

Overnight shelter 
with 32 beds 

available each 
night 

http://www.communicaid.org/
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CommunicAID Announces Plans to Purchase Mercer Elementary School 

Will Expand Services to Mercer Street District and Surrounding Areas in 2017 
 
ANYTOWN, Ill, April 26, 2016—CommunicAID today announced plans to open a new 
community office called the Mercer Street Center in the former Mercer Elementary School which 
has been empty for two years. The CommunicAID Board of Trustees voted to sign a contract 
with Anytown to purchase the shuttered building for $2.5 million. The new facility, set to open in 
2017, will bring expanded services to the Mercer Street area of Anytown, an area hit hard by the 
recent closure of manufacturing plants.  
 
“We are excited to bring the CommunicAID family to the Mercer area,” says Suzanne J. 
McGrath, president of CommunicAID. “We will bring a whole new level of service to the families 
and individuals in the Mercer area who are at risk of losing their home or going hungry.” 
 
The new facility will serve as a satellite office for CommunicAID staff and will also house offices 
for CommunicAID’s non-profit affiliates. The Mercer Street Center will have available 32 beds 
for overnight shelter, day shelter for 60 people with food service, and long-term family shelter for 
30 people. Counseling services will also be provided at the facility. The facility will be open to all 
residents of Anytown. 
 
To support the project, The Illinois Housing Authority will provide CommunicAID with a $500,000 
grant. The money will go toward removing asbestos and lead paint from the school basement. 
The Anytown City Council has agreed to grant CommunicAID $250,000. The rest of the funding 
will be provided by a Department of Housing and Urban Development loan.  
 
CommunicAID has selected the firms of Anderson and Lee of Anytown to design the new 
facility. Construction is set to begin in two months. 
 

About CommunicAID 
CommunicAID is a dedicated non-profit network that focuses on helping the poor and homeless 
in the Anytown community find work and housing that would allow them to escape from their 
poverty status. With over 22 years of working with the Anytown community, CommunicAID has 
achieved a reputation for caring, creativity, and commitment. CommunicAID is joined by the 
Anytown Council of Churches to run small food pantries across the city. CommunicAID currently 
houses the city's only homeless shelter. 
	



 
 

Our	Beds	are	Made,	the	Soup	is	Hot,	the	Mercer	Street	Center	is	Open	

Dear	Mr.	Grossman,	

You	are	invited	to	the	Mercer	Street	Center	media	day	on	June	18,	2016.	The	Mercer	Street	Center	is	
CommunicAID’s	newest	facility	that	will	provide	Anytown’s	Mercer	Street	area	homeless	with	warm	
beds	and	the	hungry	with	a	nourishing	meal.	

We	have	a	special	itinerary	planned	just	for	you:	

• Meet	with	Mayor	Smith	who	will	be	cutting	the	grand	opening	ribbon.	We	will	schedule	a	
private	interview	for	you	to	hear	why	this	is	an	important,	personal	project	for	Smith.	

• Take	a	tour	of	the	new	facility	with	a	volunteer	who	was	once	a	resident	of	CommunicAID’s	
shelters	but	has	become	a	success	story.	Sadie	Jenkins	will	show	you	around	the	facility	and	
share	a	personal	story	of	how	the	CommunicAID	facilities	put	her	on	the	path	to	success.	

• Create	food	packages	for	families	at	risk	of	hunger	with	neighborhood	volunteers	who	once	
needed	support	of	CommunicAID	but	are	now	paying	it	forward.	

• Attend	a	Homes	for	All	class	to	learn	about	the	services	offered	taught	by	local	business	owners.	

In	the	same	vein	of	the	article	you	wrote	about	the	LGBT	homeless	shelter	in	February,	we	would	like	to	
share	the	good	work	that	is	being	accomplished.	Many	people	don’t	know	about	our	life-changing	
programs	to	help	people	facing	hard	times	get	back	on	their	feet.	

RSVP	today	and	I	will	send	you	an	itinerary	with	your	meetings	with	the	mayor	and	volunteers.	I	will	also	
send	a	fact	sheet	with	more	details	about	the	Mercer	Street	Center.	

You	can	truly	make	a	difference	for	a	community	in	need.	

Thank	you,	

Andrew	Zamorski	
Public	Relations	
CommunicAID	
312-362-8572	

	

	

About	Ron	Grossman	(pulled	from	www.chicagotribune.com):	

Ron	Grossman	is	a	reporter	covering	the	city’s	ethnic	neighborhoods,	among	other	subjects.	Grossman	has	also	
covered	issues	on	higher	education	and	has	interviewed	Arthur	Miller	and	Joseph	Heller.	Before	turning	to	
journalism,	Grossman	was	a	professor	of	history	at	Lake	Forest	College,	Michigan	State	University	and	the	
University	of	Nebraska.	He	has	published	a	book,	“Guide	to	Chicago	Neighborhoods.”	Grossman	received	a	
Bachelor	of	Arts	and	Ph.D.	in	history	from	the	University	of	Chicago.	He	also	studied	architecture	with	Ludwig	Mies	
van	der	Rohe.	Grossman	grew	up	in	Albany	Park	on	Chicago’s	Northwest	side.	



 
AUDIO NEWS RELEASE	

Topic: Grand Opening of the Mercer Street Center 

Script: 

Friday, May 13 marked a new beginning for the Mercer Street area homeless population. Over 
500 people including civic leaders and donors attended the grand opening of CommunicAID’s 
newest homeless shelter, the Mercer Street Center. Mayor Smith was on hand to cut the ribbon. 

“This is an incredible facility that caters to the needs of Anytown,” said Smith. “In an area hit 
hard by the economy, it’s great to see the community work together to serve one purpose.” 

The homeless rates in Anytown have greatly increased with the shutdown of several area 
factories and the closure of the Mercer Street Elementary School, which is now the site of the 
Mercer Street Center. 

CommunicAID’s newest facility provides overnight shelter for 32, day shelter with food service 
for up to 60 and long-term family shelter for 30 people. The goal is to be a stepping stone where 
homeless people can take job placement courses and learn how to move into permanent 
housing. 

The new facility is also home to a food pantry that distributes dozens of pre-packaged meals to 
families at risk of hunger. 

To get involved, the center is in need of food donations and volunteers are always welcome. 
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